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Genesis — Chap,  xlvii — V.  9. 
"  Ftw  and  evil  have  Iht  days  of  the  yta^s  of  my  Vfe  been.*'' 

In  general,  men  calculate  upon  a  long  life  and 
the  enjoyment  of  many  days ;  indulging  the  fond  hope 
that  they  shall  escape,  at  least,  many  of  the  evils  to  which 
human  life  is  subject ;  but,  what  saith  the  scripture — 
"Man  is  born  unto  trouble  as  the  sparks  fly  upward." 
None  have  ever  escaped.  Yet  men,  in  their  natural  state, 
are  regardless  of  those  harbingers  of  death,  and  live  as 
though  they  were  immortal.  This  state  is  not  our  home, 
we  are  only  probationers  for  another  world,  and  this  state 
at  longest,  very  short,  its  enjoyments  very  imperfect. — 
The  patriarch  Jacob,  when  he  used  the  language  of  the 
text,  was  an  hundred  and  thirty  years  old ;  he  had  been 
blessed  with  many  children,  many  honors  and  many  pos- 
sessions ;  but  on  a  retrospective  view  he  found  his  days 
to  be  *'  few  and  evil." 

The  occasion  on  which  the  words  of  our  text  were 
uttered,  was  very  interesting ;  Joseph,  one  of  Jacob's 
sons,  was,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  made  gov- 
ernor of  Egypt.  At  this  time  there  was  a  famine  in  the 
land  of  Canaan.  Jacob  heard  that  there  was  corn  in 
Egypt,  and  sent  his  sons  to  buy,  that  their  lives  might 
be  preserved.  When  the  men  arrived,  they  met  witli 
rough  treatment  which  they  made  known  to  their  father 
and  refused  to  go  the  second  time  without  their  brother 
Benjamin,  for  whose  sake  Simeon  was  kept  in  prison. 
After  some  time  Jacob  consented,  and  they  went  a  se- 


cond  time  to  buy  corn.  On  their  arrival,  Simeon  was 
brought  out  unto  them.  They  presented  Joseph  with 
the  gifts  sent  to  him  by  their  father,  and  after  some 
transactions,  Joseph  made  himself  known  unto  them. — ■ 
This  being  done,  he  gave  orders  in  conjunction  with 
Pharaoh,  "to  bring  his  father  down."  When  Ssreai 
heard  this,  he  said,  "  it  is  enough,  Joseph  my  son  is  yet 
alive,  I  will  go  and  see  him  before  I  die."  When  he, 
with  all  he  had,  came  down  to  Egypt,  he  was  gladly  re- 
ceived, and  being  introduced  to  Pharaoh  by  his  beloved 
son,  the  king  asked  him  his  age,  he  answered,  "  the 
days  of  the  years  of  my  pilgrimage  are  an  hundred  and 
thirty  years,  few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years  of 
my  life  been." 

There  are  two  things  in  the  text,  which,  by  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Divine  Spirit,  I  shall  endeavor  to  illus- 
trate, viz. 

J.  The  shortness  of  human  life. 

II.  Its  calamities. 

1.  Human  life  is  short,  or  our  days  are  few,  in  compar- 
ison with  eternity.  What  is  eternity  ?  Wlio  can  an- 
swer this  question  ?  It  confounds  philosophers  and  si- 
lences angels !  Some  have,  indeed,  attempted  to  give 
us  a  faint  idea  of  it,  by  comparing  it  to  a  clock,  which 
continually  moves  round  without  finding  an  end. — 
Others  have  supposed  this  globe  a  ball  of  the  finest  sand, 
and  one  grain  to  be  taken  away  every  thousand  years, 
till  the  whole  should  be  exhausted,  then  eternity  to  cease. 
O !  what  an  immense  number  of  ages, — add  to  this  every 
atom  of  dust — every  mote  in  the  sun-beams—every  star 
in  the  Heavens ;  and  when  eternity  has  worn  out  all 
these,  it  is  only  beginning.  When  ten  thousand  times 
the  number  have  rolled  awav,  it  is  no  nearer  an  end  than 
at  the  beginning !  O,  how  solemn  the  thought  that 
every  human  soul  must  exist  throughout  the  countless 
ages  of  eternity  !  What  then  is  our  present  life,  when 
compared  with  that  which  is  to  come  ?  *'  It  is  but  a  va- 
jiour  which  appeareth  but  for  a  little  while  and  then  van- 
isheth  away."  What  is  a  thousand  j'^arsin  comparison 
with  eternity  ? — Nothing. 


2.  Human  life  is  short,  or  our  days  few,  when  compar- 
ed widi  the  age  of  our  forefadiers,  (the  ante-diluvians. ) — 
Many  of  them  lived  to  the  age  of  eight  hundred,  and 
some  almost  to  a  thousand  years.  Our  days,  at  the 
highest  scriptural  calculation,  are  set  at  three  score  years 
and  ten ;  few,  in  comparison  to  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  the  globe,  live  even  to  that  age.  The  sacred  writers 
have  compared  life  to  a  dream,  or  a  tale  that  is  told. — 
We  appear  on  the  stage  of  life  for  a  little  while ;  behold 
a  few  rising  and  setting  suns  and  are  gone.  "  One  gen- 
eration passeth  away,  and  another  generation  comelh." 

''Our  life  is  a  dream, 
"Our  time  as  a  stream, 
**  Glides  swiftly  away." 

"The  place  that  now  knows  us,  will  soon  know  us  no 
more  forever." 

III.  Human  life  is  short,  or  our  days  few,  when  we 
compare  it  with  the  great  work  we  have  to  do  to  fit  and 
prepare  us  for  Heaven. 

It  is  a  received  opinion  among  mankind,  generally, 
that  man,  in  his  natural  state,  is  unfit  for  Heaven,  and, 
unless  something  be  done  he  never  can  inherit  that  bless- 
ed place.  Every  obstacle  is  removed  out  of  God's 
way  by  the  death  of  His  only  son.  He  has  done  all  that 
can  be  done,  consistently  with  His  justice,  for  the  res- 
toration of  sinners.  What  remains  to  be  accomplished, 
is  with  man,  by  the  influence  of  God's  spirit.  And 
what  is  it  that  we  have  to  do? 

1.  We  must  repent  of  our  sins  and  turn  to  the  Lord. 
Without  repentance  there  is  no  forgiveness.  The  Apos- 
tle Peter  enjoins,  "  repent  therefore  and  be  converted  that 
your  sins  may  be  blotted  out,"  hence  we  learn  that  with- 
out repentance  we  cannot  be  converted  or  have  our  sins 
blotted  out. — Repentance  is  not  a  work  of  a  moment, 
as  some  vainly  suppose.  If  we  put  ofithe  work  of  re- 
pentance to  a  death-bed,  God  may  "laugh  at  our  calam- 
ity and  mock  when  our  fear  cometh." — God  hath  com- 
manded us  to  repent,  and  the  Apostle  has  told  us  that 
his  commission  was  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles  "  that  they 


should  repent  and  turn  unto  God." — Acts  xxvi.  20, 
Will  any  man  say  that  repentance  is  confined  to  a  few  ; 
such  as  have  committed  abominable  crimes  ?  It  is  true, 
bome  have  committed  grosser  acts  of  iniquity  than  oth- 
ers, and  have  more  to  repent  of;  but  is  that  any  argu- 
ment that  others  need  no  repentance?  "All  have  sin- 
ned and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  Therefore, 
all  need  repentance.  In  the  time  of  ignorance  God  pas- 
sed by  a  number  of  things  w^hich  were  contrary  to  his 
will,  bui  now  God  commandeth  all  men  every  where  to 
repent.  Some  may  say  that  repentance  is  not  required, 
since  Christ  has  died  and  satisfied  divine  justice.  It 
is  a  glorious  truth  that  Christ  hath  died  and  satisfied  di- 
vine justice,  but  can  we  have  an  interest  in  his  death 
without  repenting  of  our  sins  and  turning  to  him  ?  No, 
"except  ye  repent  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish."  The  rich 
man  in  hell  knew  that  without  repentance  there  could  be 
no  salvation,  and  he  said  "nay  Father  Abraham,  but  if  one 
went  unto  them  from  the  dead  they  will  repent" — Luke 
xvi.  30.  Angels  know  that  without  it  there  can  be  no 
salvation.  Therefore,  they  rejoice  when  a  sinner  repents 
of  his  sins.  Letiisthen  "rend  our  hearts  and  not  our 
garments,  and  turn  to  the  Lord  our  God  and  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  us  ;" — But  let  us  take  care  that  our  repen- 
tance be  genuine,  not  a  counterfeit,  such  as  Cain's, 
Esau's  and  Pharaoh's  ;  but  like  Peter's  when  he  went 
out  and  wept  bitterly  ;  such  as  Mary's  when  she  wash- 
ed the  Saviour's  feet  with  her  tears  and  wiped  them  with 
her  hair, 

2.  But  repentance,  though  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  salvation,  is  not  the  only  condition  which  the 
gospel  requires,  faith  is  a  requisition  of  the  gospel. — 
It  is  on  repentance  and  faith  that  our  salvation  depends. 
In  order  that  this  work  may  be  wrought  in  us,  we  must 
yield  to  the  dictates  of  the  holy  spirit,  forbear  to  stifle 
convictions,  or  resist  the  operation  of  grace,  for  by  it  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  venture  on  the  atoning  blood  of  Jes- 
us Christ,  and  with  the  Apostle  determine  to  know 
nothing  but  Christ  and  him  crucified.  We  must  then 
exercise  this  faith  in  order  to  be  finally  saved,  for  "  with- 


out  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God."  It  is  by  the 
exercise  of  ftuth  that  our  hearts  are  purified  ;  and  who 
will  see  God  but  the  pure  in  heart?  It  is  by  the  exer- 
cise of  faith  that  our  natures  are  sanctified;  "  he  that 
believeth  shall  be  saved,  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
damned."  O,  may  you,  my  hearers,  understand  these 
things  and  practise  them.  Remember  that  God  requires 
us  to  "repent  and  believe  the  gospel"  in  order  that  we 
may  enjoy  him  in  heaven. 

3.  We  must  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  which 
are  Adultery,  Fornication,  Uncleanness,  Lascivious- 
ness,  Idolatry,  Witchcraft,  Hatred,  Variance,  Emula- 
tion, Wrath,  Strife,  Seditions,  Heresies,  Envyings, 
Murders,  Drunkenness,  Revelling,  and  such  like.  Gal. 
chap.  5,  ver.  19 — 21.  In  order  to  effect  this,  we  must' 
exercise  ourselves  much  in  faith  and  prayer. 

4.  We  must  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  like  him 
be  humble,  patient,  gentle,  forgiving,  prayerful,  lowly, 
meek,  holy. — Have  we  then,  too  much  time  for  so  many 
important  duties?  Have  we  one  day  too  many  even 
should  our  lives  be  prolonged  to  eighty  years?  Thanks 
be  to  God,  through  the  assistance  of  the  Divine  Spirit, 
we  may  do  all  these  things  in  the  time  God  has  allotted 
for  our  lives  ;  and  be  fully  prepared  to  quit  this  vale  of 
tears  when  he  shall  call  us. 

IV.  Human  life  is  short,  or  our  days  few,  for  a  prepa- 
ration for  eternity ;  when  we  deduct  the  time  spent  in 
business,  sleep,  recreation,  amusement,  &c. 

Let  us  take  from  our  lives  the  useless  parts,  and  what 
remaineth?  Take  the  time  of  infancy,  sickness,  busi- 
ness, &.C.  and  how  few  are  our  days,  at  the  longest,  which 
can  l>e  spared  for  a  preparation  ? 

Suppose  we  live  to  the  age  of  three  score  and  ten,  we 
have  only  about  thirteen  years  and  fifteen  days.  At 
thirty-five,  only  six  years  and  about  seven  months.  At 
eighteen,  the  age  of  my  departed  sister,  only  three  years 
and  about  four  months.  How  seldom  is  even  this  small 
portion  of  time  devoted  to  the  service  of  God  ;  and  in 
no  instance  is  the  whole  of  this  time  allotted  for  good. — • 
Shall  we  not  have  to  lament  on  a  dying  bed,  the  waste  of 
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our  precious  moments !     Surely  our  days  are  few  and 
evil  ! 

But  if  we  waste  our  precious  time,  perhaps,  like  young 
Altamont,  that  noble  youth,  we  may  exclaim,  "  O,  time! 
time  !  it  is  fit  thou  should'st  thus  strike  thy  murderer 
to  the  heart.  How  art  thou  fled  forever  !  a  month  !  O, 
for  a  single  week  !  I  ask  not  for  years,  though  an  age 
were  too  little  for  the  much  I  have  to  do. — My  princi- 
ples have  poisoned  my  friend;  my  extravagance  has  beg- 
gared my  boy  ;  my  unkindness  has  murdered  my  wife. 
And  is  there  another  hell  !  Oh  thou  blasphemed,  yet 
indulgent  Lord  God  ;  hell  itself  is  a  refuge,  if  it  hide  me 
from  thy  frown."  After  uttering  horrors  not  to  be  re- 
peated or  ever  forgotten,  he  expired. 

"  How  shocking  must  thy  summons  be,  O  Death  ! 

To  him  that  is  at  ease  in  his  possessions  ! 

Who  couoting  on  long  years  of  pleasure  here, 

Is  quite  unfurnish'd  for  the  world  to  come  ! 

In  that  dread  moment,  how  the  frantic  soul 

Raves  round  the  walls  of  her  clay  tenement  ; 

Runs  to  each  avenue,  and  shrieks  for  help  ; 

But  shrieks  in  vain  !  How  wishfully  she  lookd 

On  all  she's  leaving,  now  no  longer  hers  ! 

A  little  longer  ;  yet  a  little  longer  ; 

O  might  she  stay  to  wash  away  her  stains;  ^ 

And  tit  her  for  her  passage  !   Mournful  sight  I 

Her  very  eyes  weep  blood  ;  and  every  groaa 

She  heaves  is  big  with  horror.     But  the  foe, 

Like  a  staunch  murd'rer,  steady  to  his  purpose, 

Pursues  her  close,  thro'  ev'ry  lane  of  life  ; 

Nor  misses  once  the  track,  but  presses  on, 

Till,  forc'd  at  last  to  the  tremendous  verge. 

At  once  she  sinks  to  everlasting  ruin." 

O  then  let  us  take  heed  to  our  ways  and  be  wise,  lest 
death  overtake  us  before  we  are  ready  and  we  fall  into 
everlasting  ruin. 

We  come  now  to  consider  the  calamities  to  which 
human  life  is  subject. 

*'  Few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  my  life  been."— 
This  evil  may  be  considered  in  two  points  of  light, 
moral  and  natural. 

1.  Moral  evil — In  consequence  of  the  transgression 
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of  our  first  parents,  sin  entered  into  the  world ;  and,  has 
defaced  the  image  of  God  in  every  soul  of  man.  It  has 
blinded  the  eyes  of  mortals,  hardened  the  hearts  and 
separated  them  from  God.  Hence  they  love  darkness 
rather  than  light,  pursue  the  path  of  sin  and  drink  m 
iniquity  as  the  ox  drinketh  in  the  water.  We  are  told 
that  "  God  looked  down  from  Heaven  upon  the  earth 
and  found  that  it  was  corrupt;"  "for  all  flesh  had  cor- 
rupted his  way  upon  the  earth" — "the  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually." — 
All  the  sacred  writers,  both  of  the  old  and  new  testa- 
ment, agree  that  man  is  depraved  and  very  corrupt.— 
His  heart  "  is  a  nest  of  unclean  birds, — from  the  crown 
of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot  there  is  no  place  clean.'* 
"  He  is  full  of  moral  wounds  and  bruises  and  putrify- 
ing  sores.  His  eyes  full  of  adultery — his  feet  swift  to 
shed  blood — his  tongue,  a  world  of  iniquity — his  throat 
an  open  sepulchre  and  his  mouth  full  of  cursing  and 
bitterness."  Hear  it  from  the  holy  lips  of  the  Son  of 
God,  "Outof  the  heart  of  man  proceed  evil  thoughts, 
adulteries,  fornications,  5«urders,  thefts,  covetousness, 
wickedness,  deceit,  lasciviousness,  an  evil  eye,  blas- 
phemy, pride,  foolishness.— And  did  the  holy  blessed 
God  make  man  thus? — No — he  made  him  pure  and 
holy,  having  power  to  stand,  but  free  to  fall.  Man  fell, 
and  through  his  fall  or  disobedience,  all  are  made  sin- 
ners. We  have  added  to  original  sin,  practical  trans- 
gression, and  notwithstanding  God  l^s  powerfully  op- 
perated  upon  us,  by  his  Spirit,  we  have  resisted,  broken 
his  laws,  sinned  against  light,  knowledge  and  mercy  and 
rendered  our  days  evil.  But  glory  be  to  God,  there  is 
in  the  house  of  David  a  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  un- 
cleanness,  to  which  all  may  freely  go.  In  this  fountain 
David  and  all  the  saints  of  Heaven  washed ;  and  what- 
ever men  may  say  to  the  contrary,  unless  we  wash  in 
this  fountain,  where  Christ  is,  thither  we  cannot  go ;  "no 
unclean  thing  can  enter  there." 

2.  Natural  evil. — This  includes  death  with  all  its  at- 
tendants which  are  the  consequences  of  sin.  Pain, 
sorrow  and  death  would  never  have  been  known,  had  not 
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sin  entered  our  world.  "  Sin  entered  into  the  world 
and  death  by  sin  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for 
all  have  sinned. 

We  shall  consider  natural  evil  under  the  following 
heads,  viz. 

Personal, 

Family,  and 

Providential. 

1.  Personal  afflictions.-— These  are  numerous  and 
distressing'.  Witness  the  wasting  consumption,  the 
burning  fever,  benumbing  palsy  and  every  lesser  evil 
which  "  flesh  is  heir  to."  How  lamentable  is  the  con- 
sideration that  some  men  are  always  bowed  down  by  a 
load  of  bodily  afflictions  ! 

2.  Family  afflictions. — These  are  as  numerous  as  the 
former.  Sickness  and  death  enter  the  peaceful  dwelling, 
without  respect  to  fortune  or  rank  and  mar  the  happi- 
ness of  the  domestic  circle.  An  affectionate  partner  is 
snatched  from  the  bosom  of  a  weeping  husband ;  a 
hopeful  child,  a  kind  brother,  a  beloved  sister,  a  tender 
parent  are  taken  away,  amidst  the  fond  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations of  affectionate  friends  and  kind  relatives. — 
How  much  greater  must  be  the  distress  of  such  friends, 
if  they  have  no  well  grounded  hope,  that  their  connec- 
tions have  made  their  peace  with  God  and  have  exchang- 
ed the  troubles  of  this  world  for  felicity  in  Heaven. — 
Was  it  not  this  which  caused  David  to  cry,  "  O !  my 
son  Absalom,  my  son  !  my  son  !  Absalom,  would  to 
God  I  had  died  for  thee  !  O  Absalom  my  son,  my  son  !" 
Perhaps  no  one  ever  experienced  more  family  afflic- 
tion than  holy  David,  yet  we  find  him  steadfast  with  his 
God. 

How  often  do  tender  parents  study  and  labor  to  bring 
up  a  promising  child  in  the  practice  of  virtue,  indulg- 
ing a  fond  hope  that  they  shall  at  some  future  period 
enjoy  the  sweet  society  of  a  pious  son,  or  virtuous 
daughter;  but  how  frequently  they  are  disappointed. 
How  often  is  it  that  children  despise  the  wholesome  in- 
struction they  have  received^  follow  after  vice,  and  "  bring 
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down  the  grey  hairs  of  their  parents  with  sorrow  to  the 
grave;"  and  should  they  prove  pious,  how  often  does 
cruel  death  snatch  them  from  their  embraces.  How 
gladly  would  the  parents  of  such  pious  children  agree 
with  death,  not  to  deprive  them  of  their  fond  hopes  ? 
How  afflicting  is  it  to  see  such  bright  stars  dwindle  into 
darkness. — Such  shining  lights  put  out  by  the  hand  of 
death.  Again,  how  often  do  a  whole  family  suffer  by 
the  loss  of  a  tender  husband  and  father,  on  whorn  de- 
pend, under  God,  the  life  and  comfort  of  the  whole. — 
The  wife  becomes  a  widow  and  the  children  fatherless, 
and  their  dependance  is  on  another,  perhaps  a  stranger 
and  an  oppressor. 

3.  Providential  afflictions. — God  appoints  and  per- 
mits afflictions  to  come  upon  the  children  of  men.  For 
wise  purposes  the  earth  quakes  and  swallows  up  whole 
cities  with  their  inhabitants. — Winds  blow — dwellings 
are  prostrated,  ships  are  sunk  in  defiance  of  the  most 
skilful  navigator. — A  pestilential  disease  rages  and  de- 
populates the  most  flourishing  towns. — Famine,  storm, 
volcano,  and  fire,  in  one  fatal  hour  destroy  the  labors  and 
prospects  of  many  ages.  These  things  sink  the  heart 
of  man.  His  life  is  not  only  short  but  subject  to  a 
thousand  sorrows,  common  to  the  good  and  bad  ;  which 
would  never  have  been  in  the  world,  had  not  sin  en- 
tered. Sin  is  the  radical  cause  of  every  groan  and 
every  tear.  It  has  been  remarked  that  if  every  groan 
or  sigh  that  has  heaved  the  breast  of  all  men  had  been 
collected,  it  would  produce  a  hurricane ;  and  if  every 
tear  were  collected,  which  has  dropped  from  the  eyes 
of  men,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  drown  a  world ! 

As  the  good  providence  of  God  permits  these  sorrows 
to  come  upon  us,  let  us  learn  by  them  to  hate  sin ;  if  we 
hate  this  and  love  holiness  ;  if  we  are  in  the  favor  of 
God,  by  believing  in  Jesus  Christ,  we  can  say  with  the 
apostle,  "Our  light  afflictions  which  are  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, work  out  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  an  eter- 
nal weight  of  glory."  "While  we  look  not  at  the 
things  which  are  seen,  but  at  those  which  are  not  seen. 
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For  the  things  which  are  seen  are  temporal,  but  the 
things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal." 

Let  us  now  improve  the  subject  by  considering. 

1st,  That  it  is  destructive  to  our  present  and  eter- 
nal happiness  to  spend  our  days  in  sin.  And,  second- 
ly, that  it  is  the  highest  folly  to  depend  for  real  enjoy- 
ment, on  any  thing  in  this  world. 

1,  God  is  the  source  of  all  real  happiness  in  time,  and 
in  eternity  ;  it  is  therefore,  necessary  that  we  should 
have  an  union  with  Him  in  order  to  be  really  happy. — 
Can  we  have  this  union  while  we  are  living  in  sin  ? — . 
Ko-— for  St,  John  saith,  "  He  that  committeth  sin  is  of 
the  Devil."  If,  therefore,  we  have  no  union  with 
God  while  living  in  sin,  we  can  hav^  no  hope  of  Heaven. 
Is  it  possible  for  any  man  to  be  happy  without  hope  ?— ^ 
Hope  is  the  expectation  of  some  future  good,  but  what 
future  good  can  we  expect  while  living  in  sin  and  re- 
bellion against  God?  God  hath  said  "  that  he  is  angry 
with  the  wicked  every  day."  Many  say  they  have  a  hope. 
—I  would  ask,  on  what  is  their  hope  founded  ?  Per- 
haps, on  their  morality,  on  their  fancy,  but  are  not  these 
sandy  foundations?  Do  not  such  people  continue  in 
wickedness  ?  If  so,  it  is  assuredly  not  a  genuine  hope ; 
nor  built  upon  a  good  foundation,  for  he  who  hath  a 
real  hop6,  through  believing,  a  hope  founded  on  Jesus 
Christ,  "purifieth  himself,  even  as  he  is  pure."  It  is, 
therefore,  destructive  of  our  present  happiness  to  live  in 
sin,  seeing  we  can  have  no  spiritual  union  with  our 
Maker  who  is  the  source  of  all  real  happiness. 

How  wretched  must  that  soul  be  who  has  not  an  in- 
dwelling God;  he  is,  spiritually,  blind,  naked,  poor, 
sick,  and  miserable. — How  destructive  to  our  present 
happiness  is  the  service  of  sin  !  It  will  not  only  sepa- 
rate us  from  Godj  and  thus  destroy  our  happiness  in 
this  world,  but  without  repentance,  in  the  world  to  come  ; 
*'  and  these  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment." 
God  cannot  dwell  where  sin  is,  and  we  arc  taught  by  our 
Blessed  Saviour,  that  if  a  man  die  in  sin,  where  he  is 
thither  he  cannot  come.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the 
same  thing  which  separates  us  from  God  in  time,  will 
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separate  us  from  him  in  eternity. — In  vain,  then,  shall 
we  look  to  the  hills  and  mountains,  or  even  our  compan- 
ions for  happiness. — Happiness  will  be  forever  gone 
and  we  shall  be  sunk  in  eternal  despair.  Such  are  the 
dreadful  consequences  of  spending  our  time  in  sin.  O 
my  fellow  sinners,  think  of  these  things  before  it  be  too 
late,  and  if  you  have  to  the  present  period,  spent  your 
days  in  the  service  of  sin,  ask  forgiveness  of  God,  and 
do  not  proceed  lest  you  sink  into  eternal  woe. 

2.  It  is  the  height  of  folly  to  depend  on  any  thing 
here  below  for  real  enjoyment. 

The  soul  is  infinite  in  its  desires,  consequently  noth- 
ing finite  can  satisfy  it.  The  rich  man,  in  the  gospel, 
appeared  to  entertain  an  idea  that  the  things  of  the  world, 
would  satisfy  the  desires  of  the  soul,  but  God  charged 
him  with  folly,  "  thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul  shall  be 
required  of  thee  !" — It  is  the  height  of  folly  to  depend 
upon  the  world  for  happiness.  The  wise  man  saw  clear- 
ly that  the  riches  of  the  world  could  not  satisfy  an  im- 
mortal soul,  therefore,  he  says,  "  labour  not  to  be  rich, 
for  riches  certainly  make  themselves  wings,  they  fly  a- 
way  towards  heaven."  It  is  no  sin  to  be  rich,  but  it  is 
a  sin  to  trust  in  them  to  satisfy  the  mind,  "  he  that  hasteth 
to  be  rich,  falleth  into  a  snare" — they  that  will  be  rich 
fall  into  temptation  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  and 
hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  in  per- 
dition. Now,  is  it  possible  to  derive  happiness  from  rich- 
es which  are  so  uncertain  and  have  such  an  evil  ten- 
dency ?  Surely  no  rational  being  can  for  one  moment 
believe  it. 

2d.  It  is  the  height  of  folly  to  depend  upon  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  world  for  real  enjoyment. 

What  are  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  so  called,  but  sin- 
ful gratification  ?  And  will  this  afford  us  any  degree  of 
real  enjoyment  ?  The  Apostle  enjoins,  "  Make  not  pro- 
vision for  the  flesh  !  Walk  not  after  the  flesh."  Would 
he  have  commanded  thus,  if  the  gratification  of  our  sin- 
ful inclinations,  which  the  world  calls  pleasure,  could 
afford  us  any  real   enjoyment? — Indeed  we  find  that 
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those  who  are  the  most  eager  for  worldly  gratification 
not  only  lose  sight  of  real  enjoyment,  but  pierce  them- 
selves through  with  many  sorrows. 

3d.  It  is  the  height  of  folly  to  depend  upon  worldly 
honors  for  real  enjoyment. 

Haman  had  great  honor,  but  no  real  enjoyment.  What 
will  worldly  honor  do  for  us  in  the  hour  of  death  and 
in  the  day  of  judgment?  We  may  be  deprived  of  our 
honor  as  Haman  was.  How  many,  in  seeking  for  hon- 
or, have  died  in  the  attempt,  as  Absalom  and  others. 
Hear  what  David  saith,  "  Man  being  in  honor  abideth 
not,  he  is  like  the  beasts  that  perish.  This  their  way 
is  their  folly,  Psal.  49,  12—13. 

Of  these  three  things  the  world,  in  general,  boasts; 
and  what  are  they  but  bubbles  upon  the  waves, — shad- 
ows, vanity  of  vanities.  But  admitting  we  could  de- 
rive from  ihese  things  comfort,  satisfaction  and  real  en- 
joyment, we  could  not  enjoy  them  long,  seeing  our  days 
are  few. — Since  our  days  are  evil,  let  us  look  higher  ev- 
en above  this  world  for  real  permanent  happiness.  In- 
stead of  spending  our  time  in  seeking  the  fleeting  things 
of  the  world  ;  let  us  employ  it  in  preparing  for  death, 
judgment  and  heaven. 

"  Let  those  toil  for  gold  who  please, 
Or  for  fame  renounce  their  ease  ; 
What  is  fame  ?  an  empty  bubble, 
Gold  a  shining  constant  trouble." 

APPLICATION. 

Have  you,  my  Christian  friends,  ever  lifted  your 
streaming  eyes  to  heaven,  and  prayed,  "Lord  so  teach 
me  to  number  my  days  that  I  may  apply  my  heart  un- 
to wisdom." — Recollect  there  is  no  time  for  mirth 
or  trifling  here,  since  life  is  so  short. 

My  aged  friends—this  subject  will  apply  to  you.  Your 
days  have  been  few  and  evil, but  what  is  now  your  resolu- 
tion ?  To  spend  the  remaining  part,  if  any,  inthe^serviceof 
sin  ?  Surely,  you  have  experienced  enough  of  the  bane- 
ful effects  of  sin.     Sin  has  brought  you  into  bondage, 
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has  kept  you  in  it,  and  unless  you  resolve  through  grace 
to  be  on  the  Lord's  side  you  will  still  remain  in  bond- 
age. In  this  way  you  rob  yourselves  of  every  spiritual 
comfort,  and  at  last,  in  truth  exclaim,  what  good  has 
my  life  done  me  !  May  your  last  days  be  devoted  to  God, 
that  notwithstanding,  they  may  be  few  and  evil,  you  may 
through  the  mercy  of  God,  die  in  peace. 

Those  of  you  who  know  God  by  happy  experience, 
take  comfort.  Your  days  may  be  accompanied  by  af- 
fliction, but  they  are  only  few ;  another  step  and  you 
will  be  safe  in  Abraham's  bosom. 

To  the  middle  aged  let  me  tender  a  word  of  exhorta- 
tion. 

How  much  good  is  in  your  power  to  do  for  your- 
selves, families,  neighbors,  friends  and  enemies,  by 
spending  your  days  in  the  service  of  God.  And  how 
much  harm  will  you  do  if  you  neglect  your  own  souls? 
Is  it  possible  that  you  can  think  of  other's  interest  when 
you  pay  no  attention  to  your  own  ?  Do  we  not  find  that 
when  men  have  passed  the  middle  stage  of  life,  without 
an  experimental  knowledge  of  God,  they  seldom  enjoy 
real  religion  ?  This  is  an  awful  consideration,  what  mo- 
ment have  we  for  which  we  should  not  give  an  account  ? 
Let  us  not  waste  our  moments,  for  we  are  only  happy 
in  the  good  use  of  our  time.  Our  days  are  but  few  and 
every  day  brings  its  troubles ;  it  is  a  good  thing  to  be 
supported  by  religion.  Go  then  to  God,  as  you  are, 
ask  forgiveness  and  resolve  to  be  His. 

To  the  Youth. — My  young  friends,  it  is  important 
for  you  to  give  early  attention  to  your  conduct. — How 
many  young  persons  through  inattention  have  fallen  vic- 
tims to  vice  !  O,  take  heed  to  your  ways. — Ponder  the 
paths  of  your  feet. — Remember  your  Creator  in  the 
days  of  your  youth  and  it  will  be  well  with  you. — Give 
to  God  the  first  fruits. — Lean  upon  your  Saviour's  bo- 
som, while  young,  grow  in  his  favour  and  your  life  will 
be  happy  and  your  death  triumphant.  You  see  that  the 
way  of  Christ  is  most  pleasant,  that  all  his  paths  are 
peace.  Tell  me,  if  you  can,  what  kind  of  life  you  would 
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choose,  in  this  world,  where  you  must  undergo  an  abun- 
dance  of  sorrow.  As  to  the  life  of  a  courtier, — who 
does  not  know  that  it  is  a  life  full  of  trouble  ?  As  to  the 
military,  it  is  often  attended  with  confused  noise  and 
garments  rolled  in  blood.  What  anxieties,  cares  and 
perplexities  does  the  merchant  not  endure  while  his 
property  is  exposed  on  the  pathless  deep  ?  In  the  mar- 
ried state,  how  heavy  is  the  burthen  of  domestic  care. — 
Wherever  you  turn  your  eyes,  you  meet  with  a  thou- 
sand evils  ;  and  if  they  lead  you  to  Christ,  how  happy 
are  you.  Indulge  me  my  Christian  friends,  by  way 
of  conclusion,  to  subjoin  my  most  earnest  and  cor- 
dial advice  ;  in  some  particulars  adapted  to  the  case  of 
my  dear  sister  and  the  providence  that  has  removed  her. 

1.  Think  seriously  where  she  has  gone  and  while 
you  mourn  at  her  removal,  rejoice  in  her  advancement. 
God  be  praised  ;  you  may  follow  her.  Our  friend  is  sep- 
arated from  us,  but  not  lost — No,  she  told  us  with  her 
dying  lips,  she  was  going  to  rest.  She  hath  taken  a 
journey  into  a  far  country,  never  to  return,  there  she  a- 
bides,  ever  ready  to  welcome  you  if  you  are  disposed  to 
commence  a  course  of  holiness. 

2.  Let  your  faith  follow  her  to  the  upper  world.  Live 
more  there  and  less  on  earth. — Renounce  every  thing 
that  is  contrary  to  the  word  of  God. 

3.  Look  more  into  eternity,  and  regard  yourselves  as 
hastening  to  it.  Imagine  yourselves  frequently  in  the 
cold  arms  of  death  ;  be  familiar  with  him  ;  and  then 
you  may  bid  him  welcome  when  he  shall  be  commission' 
ed  to  summon  you. 

Bring  to  mind  your  pious  acquaintances  as  so  ma- 
ny excellent  examples  for  your  imitation. — Remember 
that  the  purest  morality  will  not  carry  you  to  heaven, 
without  faith  in  Christ.  Your  deceased  companion 
found  this  to  be  true.  O,  labor  to  be  examples  to  oth- 
ers of  real  piety,  to  this  all  your  exertions  should  tend  ; 
and  may  God  help  you  and  me  to  follow  Christ  through 
evil  report  and  good  report,  that  we  may  sit  down  with 
HIJNI  in  his  kingdom ;  which  may  God  grant,  for  His 
name's  sake.     AMEN. 


